
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR ALLERDALE

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Allerdale held on 
Tuesday, 6 November 2018 at 10.00 am at Wigton Market Hall, Church St, Wigton

PRESENT:

Mr AJ Markley (Chair)

Mr AL Barry (Vice-Chair)
Mr A Bowness
Mrs RC Hanson
Mr JS Holliday
Mr A Kennon

Mr T Lywood
Ms C McCarron-Holmes
Mrs M Rae
Mr S Stoddart
Mrs C Tibble

Also in Attendance:-

Mrs J Currie - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer
Mr N Irving - Planning Officer - School Organisation
Ms L Shaw - Area Manager - Allerdale
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

33 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr HGG Graham, Mr KA Little, Mr J 
Lister, and Lord Liddle.

Members then stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for Mr DS Fairbairn 
and Mr I Stewart, who had both passed away recently.

34 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.

35 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of any items of business.



36 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no public questions, petitions or statements made on this occasion.
 

37 MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 4 September 2018 
be agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

38 PRESENTATION - ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL PUBLIC WI-FI 
UPDATE

The Programme Director gave members an update presentation on the Internet of 
Things Project and Allerdale Borough Council’s Public WiFi Project.  The 
presentation covered the following:-

 Internet of Things

 Digital Allerdale
 Opportunity to Transform Services
 Economic Opportunities
 Progress 
 Next Steps

 Public WiFi Project

 Phase 1 – Workington, Keswick, Cockermouth and Maryport
 Phase 2 – Silloth, Aspatria and Wigton
 Bidders and apps
 Data Analytics
 Next Steps

Members asked whether the Town Centre App would cover the whole of Allerdale or 
be more town specific.  The Programme Director said no definite decision had been 
made on this yet.

Members asked when the projects would be going live, and the Programme Director 
said it was scheduled to start in 2-3 months’ time.  He AGREED to notify members 
when this happened.

The Local Member for Cockermouth was interested in the plans to monitor river 
levels and wondered whether any consideration had been given to installing 
equipment inside vulnerable drains.  The Programme Director said this was just a 
pilot at this stage and no consideration had been given yet into widening its use.



Members had concerns about the possible effect a public wi-fi network may have on 
anti-social behaviour in the borough by opening up more areas with wifi for 
youngsters to congregate. 

The Programme Director said that other local authorities with a public wifi system 
had said this had actually helped to disperse congregating groups and reduce 
anti-social behaviour in town centres.  Members were encouraged to hear this.

Members asked whether there would be any monitoring and evaluation carried out 
to ensure that inappropriate sites were not being visited.  The Programme Director 
said filters would be installed in line with national guidelines.  
 
The Chair thanked the Programme Manager for his informative presentation.
 

39 PROPOSED EXPANSION OF THURSBY PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – People 
which provided background on the current formal consultation being undertaken by 
the county council on the expansion of Thursby Primary School.

The recent housing development at Matty Lonning for 69 houses lay within the 
catchment area of Thursby Primary School. This number and mix of housing types 
would yield 17 primary aged children.  

Thursby Primary School had the capacity to take 105 children and had 104 children 
on roll at the January 2018 pupil census. Projections showed that the school was 
likely to remain full, or nearly full, for the foreseeable future before any additional 
housing was considered.

Members noted that a section 106 agreement with the developer provided £224,000 
in funds and, along with £156,000 from council funding (Delegated Schools Grant 
and brought forward maintenance funds), sufficient monies to provide a single new 
classroom at the school were available. Class size organisation meant that it was 
more practical to build a classroom for 30 rather than a space to accommodate only 
the 17 pupil yield from the development. 

The officer said work would also be undertaken to establish a new main entrance to 
the school, provide additional withdrawal space appropriate to a school of this size, 
and relocate the school office to improve access and safeguarding.

Should the proposal proceed the additional places at the school would be available 
for the start of the next academic year in September 2019. This would mean that 
some construction work would be taking place whilst children were in school, but the 
work would take place in a compound segregated from the children.  As much work 
as possible would be carried out during the school holidays to minimise disruption.



Members had concerns about inconsiderate parking at a number of school locations 
within Allerdale, and also the increase in traffic during school drop off and pick up 
times and the safety issues which arose from this.  They requested that a report be 
prepared for a future meeting on this issue.  This was AGREED.
   
Members supported the proposals for change, which they felt was aimed at best 
meeting expected and future levels of demand for places at the school as the result 
of housing development in the catchment area.  They asked that their views be 
reported to Cabinet.
    
RESOLVED,

(1) that the Local Committee notes the contents of the report and 
made comments as outline above;

(2) to note that the Cabinet will consider feedback from the 
consultation, including any response made by the Local 
Committee, before deciding on next steps.

40 LOCAL COMMITTEE DEVOLVED BUDGET 2018-2019 MONITORING 
REPORT HIGHWAYS BUDGET

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure, which presented the Highways Devolved Budget Finance report 
combined with the Highways Programme Progress report.

The Highways Network Manager asked members to note that in order to fund 
ongoing gully cleansing work while enabling a balanced budget, a £13,000 virement 
would be required from Street Lighting and Signs to Cleansing along with £185 from 
Street Lighting and Signs to Verge Maintenance. This was AGREED.

One of the members raised concerns about the road at Dubmill, which was fast 
disappearing.  He asked if officers were aware of this.  The Highways Network 
Manager said she was aware of this, but funding for this work would come from a 
central corporate budget, not from Allerdale Local Committee budgets.  At the 
moment the County Council was seeking specialist expertise in coastal engineering 
to support the application to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO). She 
would keep members informed of progress.  

The Local Member for Cockermouth North congratulated the County Council’s 
Highways Team on the work they had done during the recent flood event in Gote 
Road, Cockermouth. The residents and businesses in this location were hugely 
appreciative of this and she asked that her thanks be recorded for their efforts.



RESOLVED, that

(1) the Highways Devolved Revenue budget, and agree to vire 
£13,000 from Street Lighting and Signs to Cleansing and 
£185 from Street Lighting and Signs to Verge Maintenance 
be noted;

(2) the Highways Devolved Capital Budget, attached as 
Appendix 2, is currently projecting a balanced budget at this 
stage of the financial year be noted.  

41 ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP - 3 OCTOBER 2018

Allerdale Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure, which detailed the outcome of the meeting of the 
Highways Working Group held on 3 October 2018 and presented the Highways 
Working Group recommendations for approval.

(1) Minutes

RESOLVED, that Allerdale Local Committee notes the minutes of the Highways 
Working Group meeting held on 3 October 2018 and the 
recommendations.

 . 
(2) Footway Feasibility Study – Cross Lane, Wigton

The Highways Working Group considered a report which provided members with 
the background and details of a recent feasibility study into improvements in footway 
provision on Cross Lane, Wigton.

Following concerns raised by a member of the public in relation to existing footway 
provision in Cross Lane, Wigton, Cumbria Highways carried out a feasibility study 
and consultation exercise in order to establish the need, viability and level of public 
support for increasing footway provision in this location.

Members were aware that presently, the footway provision in Cross Lane was 
inconsistent and generally limited to the areas around the newer developments. It 
was acknowledged that this may cause inconvenience and concern to a number of 
road users, particularly pedestrians.  However, implementation of a footway was 
estimated to be both very costly and complex scheme, in terms of construction and 
maintenance; but also in terms of constructing sufficient drainage provision.  
Existing drainage was limited in this area, consisting only of a small number of 
gullies and the highway was partly reliant on existing grassed verge areas in order 
to attenuate rainfall. Any reduction in this natural, sustainable drainage would mean 
that considerable engineered drainage would need to be introduced.

The Vice Chair had received an email off the Local Member for Wigton asking for 
this item to be deferred, for further investigation to be carried out.  Members 
considered this request, and whilst they were sympathetic to the Local Member’s 



concerns they did not feel able to support this request. However, they asked officers 
to speak to the Local Member to try to broker a solution with regards to specific 
issues. 

RESOLVED, that members AGREE the RECOMMENDATION of the Highways 
Working Group that proposals to increase footway provision on 
Cross Lane, Wigton are not pursued any further.

42 A596 THURSBY TO WORKINGTON - SPEEDING CONCERNS

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which detailed the concerns of residents living on or nearby the A596 
between Thursby and Workington in relation to the speed and volume of traffic using 
the A596, passing through several towns, villages and hamlets, many of which have 
a speed restriction of higher than 30mph.  The report provided members with the 
background, relevant data and traffic management advice with regards to a proposal 
to implement trial 30mph speed restrictions throughout those towns, villages and 
hamlets situated on the A596 between Thursby and Workington on an experimental 
basis.

Many residents had raised concerns to their respective Parish Councils, Local 
Members and others regarding the speed of traffic travelling through towns, villages 
and hamlets located on the A596 between Thursby and Workington.  This would 
include Waverton, Prospect, Crosby Villa, Crosby, Birkby, Flimby and Siddick.

Following a meeting with the Workington MP, it had been requested that Cumbria 
County Council considered  implementing trial 30mph speed restrictions throughout 
all towns, villages and hamlets located on the A596 between Thursby and 
Workington, on an experimental basis, in an attempt to reduce the negative effects 
being experienced by residents.

The Traffic Management Team Leader said that to introduce 30mph speed 
restrictions on a trial, experimental basis, along this extensive route, funding would 
be required to alter signage where appropriate and undertake the statutory 
procedures to implement an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order.

Requests for changes to speed restrictions along the A596 between Thursby and 
Workington had been reviewed as part of various projects over the last several 
years.  Assessments had been carried out at various locations, including Prospect 
and Crosby, which recommended the existing speed limits were most appropriate.

The Traffic Management Team Leader had received comments from the Chair of 
the Casualty Reduction and Safer Highways (CRASH) Group, which she read out to 
members.  He did not support the proposals, and this was noted by members.

Members felt the problem with these roads was not the speed restrictions but mainly 
due to driver error, inattention and/or inappropriate speed for the conditions.  They 
did not feel in many of these instances that reducing the speed limit would help.



The Traffic Management Team Leader said the County Council’s powers were very 
limited in relation to enforcement of excessive speed or poor driver behaviour.  
Members felt that the Police and partners should be asked to look at improving 
enforcement in the particular locations where appropriate.

The Traffic Management Team Leader said the CRASH Group received regular 
monitoring information on speeding in Allerdale and she AGREED to share this with 
members. 

Members asked the Traffic Management Team Leader to look at issues surrounding 
timber wagons using the A596 and bring a paper to the Highways Working Group if 
necessary.  
  
RESOLVED, that Members do not progress the proposal to introduce an 

Experimental Traffic Regulation Order to trial a 30mph speed 
restriction throughout each town, village and hamlet along the A596 
between Thursby and Workington currently not subject to a 30mph 
speed restriction.

43 A595 PETER LANE TO THURSBY ROUNDABOUT - EXISTING NATIONAL 
SPEED LIMIT: PROPOSAL TO REDUCE TO 50MPH SPEED LIMIT

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which advised Allerdale Local Committee of the outcome of 
informal consultation that was carried out in relation to the proposal to reduce the 
speed limit at the above location.  The proposal was generally well received, and 
this report sought approval to undertake statutory consultation and advertising of the 
proposal and to proceed to implementation should there be no unresolved 
objections.  

The Local Members for both the Thursby and the Dalston and Burgh divisions had 
campaigned for a number of years for a reduction in the speed limit on this stretch of 
road given local road safety concerns.  In order to address these concerns, an 
independent Engineering Safety Study was carried out during 2016/17.

The study showed that over the period from 1 January 2011 up to 31 December 
2015, a total of 43 collisions took place with severities of 36 slight, 6 serious and 
one fatality.

Although the speed survey data recorded at two points on the road section revealed 
neither the mean speeds (48.8mph & 47.2mph) or the 85%ile speeds (55.3mph & 
53.6mph) were in excess of the existing speed limit (60mph)  Travelling too fast for 
conditions was a suspected causation factor in 5% of all the recorded collisions.

The Local Committee noted that the length of the A595 between Nealhouse and 
Peter Lane roundabout lay within the Carlisle district, and that a separate report 
would be presented to them for consideration.  



Traffic data had also been obtained following concerns of speeding on the A595 
between Thursby Roundabout and junction to Matty Lonning, Thursby.  This 
highlighted that the average speed of traffic was 51.6mph, but the 85%ile speeds 
were 58mph.  Whilst this does not highlight an issue with speed at the existing 
national speed limit, this would be considered an issue should the proposed 50mph 
speed limit be implemented.

RESOLVED, that

(1) the Local Committee DO NOT agree to proceed to statutory 
consultation and advertisement to introduce a 50mph speed 
limit on the A595 between the District Boundary at Nealhouse 
and Thursby Roundabout; a distance of approximately 1.4 
miles, as shown on the plan attached as Appendix 2 of the 
report;

(2) members asked that this decision be brought to the attention 
of the Carlisle Local Committee at the earliest opportunity.

44 AREA MANAGER'S REPORT

Members had before them a report from the Executive Director - Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided an update on the activities of 
the Allerdale Community Services Team and presents the Local Committee budget 
for the current financial year. 

The Area Manager specifically highlighted the following for members:-

 Area Planning

Since the last meeting of Local Committee, members had met on 1 October 2018 
where there were presentations and discussions with officers covering infrastructure 
planning, car parking and area working going forward. A forward planner has been 
set up to ensure that sufficient time is given to officers and members to discuss and 
develop ideas that impact within Allerdale which the county council is able to deliver 
and influence.

Joint working was continuing between officers with the Chair and Vice Chair being 
regularly briefed. The Chief Executive of Allerdale Borough Council said he felt that 
the joint working between Cumbria County Council and Allerdale Borough Council 
was working well and much improved in recent years. He commented on the trust 
and relationships between officers which was proving to be successful.

 Allerdale Community Services

Over the last year, a project to introduce a bike library to Allerdale was set up.  
These bikes would be available to borrow by residents of Allerdale through 
Workington Library. Second hand bicycles were obtained and refurbished through 



Rebike Cumbria. The library has a stock of these recycled bikes for both adults and 
children to borrow and were borrowed on a library card just like a book.
 
Hearing Aid Batteries were now provided to customers free of charge at 7 of the 9 
libraries in Allerdale. Before this service was available in libraries, anyone needing 
new batteries would either have to attend a set session in a specific location or 
travel to the Cumberland Infirmary. With the introduction of the service in the 
libraries, anyone needing new batteries could call at any time during library opening 
hours and would be given batteries free of charge. The Library staff had received 
many positive comments from customers who appreciate this service.

 Local Authority Governors

The Chair asked members to note that an additional nomination had been received 
for Ewanrigg Junior School – Ms Karen Mumberson. This had been tabled and was 
AGREED.

RESOLVED, that

(1) members note the expenditure to 31 October 2018 from the 
2018-19 Local Committee budgets as set out in Appendix 1 
of the report;

(2) members note the continuing area planning activity in the 
current year and the area planning session dates that have 
been circulated;

(3) members note the update on recent activity of the Community 
Services Team as set out in paragraphs 4.5 to 4.20 of the 
report;

(4) members agree the nomination of Mr Alan Dunne as a 
Governor of Our Lady’s and St Patrick’s Catholic Primary 
School;

(5) members agree the nomination of Mr Alan Clouston as a 
Governor of Plumbland C of E School;

(6) members agree the additional nomination of Ms Karen 
Mumberson as a Governor for Ewanrigg Junior School.

45 INVESTING IN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided an update on the key issues 
affecting children and young people in Allerdale, including current health issues. It 
sets out the details of funding available and grant applications submitted against 
those funds.



This report sets out the details of applications received for funding from the 0-19 
fund that meet the needs of children and young people across Allerdale for approval 
by local committee. 

The 0-19 fund in the current year was held centrally to directly impact on larger 
projects that had been identified through need, whether by geography or theme. 
These projects were presented in this report for Member approval. The project 
applications that had been received for funding from the 0-19 fund were set out 
below:-

Project 1 - Applicant: Christ Church Great Broughton

Christ Church consulted with young people in Little and Great Broughton following 
concerns raised by residents that there had been an increase in the number of 
young people hanging around due to limited provision in the villages.  As a result 
Christ Church are setting up Broughton Youth Café. The group would like to 
purchase some IT equipment, games and a table tennis table and have requested 
£620 from Allerdale Local Committee.

Project 2 - Applicant: Beacon Hill Community Bike Club

Beacon Hill Community Bike Club was leasing land from Beacon Hill School to form 
a mountain bike skills trail. The skills trail would be used by the bike club, the school 
and other groups via a booking system. The total cost of developing the trail was 
£15,000 and the club was requesting £5,000 from Allerdale Local Committee.

Project 3 - Applicant: Aspatria Hornets Rugby Football Club

Aspatria Hornets had approximately 50 children across 6 groups who trained with 
the club on a weekly basis. The club had no lighting on the existing pitch and 
therefore winter training took place in Maryport.  From January 2019 the club would 
have a pitch under licence from Beacon Hill School with changing rooms on lease 
from the county council. To enable the teams to train all year round and to reduce 
costs of hiring a pitch in Maryport the group was looking to purchase 16 portable, 
rechargeable, flood lights , at a cost of £9,480 and the club was requesting £4,740 
from Allerdale Local Committee.

Project 4 - Applicant: 1st Wigton Baden-Powell Scouts

Wigton Scouts currently stored their equipment in a shipping container next to 
Oulton Village Hall.  The container was 10 years old and was second hand when it 
was purchased.  Despite the container being well looked after it had come to a point 
where it was no longer feasible to mend and as a result items stored were getting 
damaged due to water leaking in. The group was looking to purchase a new 
container at a cost of £4,810 and the club was requesting £2,000 from Allerdale 
Local Committee.

Members supported all of these projects.



Members asked for details of the KOOTH project to be circulated and the Area 
Manager AGREED to do this.
 
RESOLVED, that

(1) members note the contents of the report;

(2) members agree to commit £620 to Christ Church Great 
Broughton, from the 0-19 fund towards setting up a Youth 
Café;

(3) members agree to commit £5,000 to Beacon Hill Community 
Bike Club, from the 0-19 fund towards forming of a mountain 
bike skills trail;

(4) members agree to commit £4,740 to Aspatria Hornets Rugby 
Football Club, from the 0-19 fund towards portable flood 
lighting;

(5) members agree to commit £2,000 to 1st Wigton Baden-
Powell Scouts, from the 0-19 fund towards a storage 
container.

46 LEADERSHIP AND LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS

The Area Manager updated members on the proposed changes to the Local 
Committee Terms of Reference which had been considered by the Constitution 
Review Group and which would be considered at the next meeting of County 
Council.

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 9 July 2018 be 
received and noted.

 
47 ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

In considering the outstanding actions list in was AGREED that the following items 
be removed from the list:-

5 June 2018 Minute No 10 – Complaints re road closures in Bothel and Wharrels 
division
5 June 2018 Minute No 12 – Moorclose Community Centre café

48 CHAMPION UPDATES

Updates were received from the following Allerdale Local Committee Champions:-



 Armed Forces Champion
 Children’s Champion

In relation to the Allerdale Health and Wellbeing Champion the current appointee 
had expressed a wish to step down from the role.  It was AGREED that the 
appointment of a replacement members for the role of Health and Wellbeing 
Champion be included in the next Area Manager’s Report.

49 VERBAL REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES

There were no verbal report from Outside Bodies given on this occasion.

50 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 9 January 2019 at Moorclose Community Centre at 
10am.

The meeting ended at 12.00 pm


